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volume of the lungs or of the abdominal organs, or to the
growth of tumours.
Journal dli J’frtl di, 1Jfer ct do la Sant&eacute; ic lou1 des

- /V<t7’<’.’!.&mdash;Paris : 82, Boulevard Port-li,oyal.-In the August-
September number of this periodical, which is the journal of
the League against Sea-sickness, Dr. Zah&eacute; advances the

argument that slight degrees of umbilical hernia are more
common than is generally supposed and that a predisposition
to sea-sickness is thereby created. For the relief of sea-
sickness attended by this complication he has devised a
sort of compress, called the "contentif ombilical." Dr.

Maggioranni of Rome writes recommending the hydro-electric
bath. 

_____________

New Inventions.
ELECTRICAL EVAPORATING AND INHALING

APPARATUS.

IT is claimed for the evaporating and inhaling apparatus I
shown in the accompanying illustration that
it may be used even by a patient lying in
bed without danger of fire or explosion,
the source of heat being a small electric

lamp. The vapour employed can be inhaled

through either the moutii or the nose with

the help of the indiarubber nozzles sent with
the apparatus, or it can be blown into the

ear by means of a, double bellows. The

drugs capable of being inhaled in this way
include oil of turpentine, oil of eucalyptus,
alcoholic solutions of menthol, thymol,
creasote, guaiacol, carbolic acid, &c. The

prescribed number of drops are allowed to

fall on wadding contained in the upper
part of the inhaler. The apparatus is then

connected with a source of electric current,
such as a wall-plug or lamp-holder, or an
accumulator if electricity is not laid on to

I the house. When the incandescent lamp is
alight the patient may begin to inhale.
The maker is Mr. K. Schall, 55, Wigmore-
street, W. The apparatus in its ordinary
form is designed for a tension of 110 volts.
If tensions much exceeding this are to be

employed a statement to that effect should

accompany the order.

A DISINFECTING CLOTH FOR TELEPHONES,
SPEAKING-TUBES, &C

THAT telephones and speaking-tubes may easily become
sources of infection is obvious, and the odourless retentive
disinfecting cloth " is designed to avoid this risk. According
to our analysis the fabric contains two distinct chemical
salts, one of which, being hygroscopic, serves to keep the
cloth permanently moist and the other to render it germi-
cidal. In a word, the cloth is an antiseptic wiper, as shown
by a number of bacteriological experiments made with it.
Our experiments have shown that the cloth keeps moist I
practically indefinitely, a very important point. The
eloth is replaced at intervals by the company supplying it
for a small annual payment. Disinfecting tests have
been made with it by purposely infecting the transmitter
and receiver of a telephone with cultures of disease germs.
It is stated that on the average 98’70 per cent. of the germs
were removed, and, further, that the microbes on the cloth
were found to be destroyed. In this way the pus organism,
the typhoid organism, and fascal organisms were employed
for the experiment. There is no doubt that the cloth might
be employed with special advantage in public call offices.
It may also be used for other purposes, such as for cleaning
surgical instruments, for wiping Bibles in police-courts where

the objectionable system of kissing the book still prevails, for
wiping razors, for cleansing the seats of water-closets, and
countless other uses and applications. The specimen which
we examined was submitted to us by the Odourless Retentive
Disinfecting Cloth Company, of 96, Leadenhall’&treet,
London, E.C. 

-

A MEAT JUICE EXTRACTOR.

THE accompanying illustration easily explains the con-

struction of this very useful beef press which is intended

chiefly for use in the patient’s own home. The interior

consists of a strong metal cup provided with perfora-
tions. Into this cup and nearly fitting it a similarly
strong cup, made also of metal, is forced downwards 

by means ot a screw and iianciie

similar to that of the copying press.
The pressing cup is deeply grooved in
a diagonal direction. The surfaces of
both cups are galvanised and are clean
and bright. The apparatus works ex-
cellently and economically. It is a
great advantage for the patient to
have beef juice prepared freshly at
his own home, and, moreover, his
medical adviser is thus enabled to

prescribe exact allowances. Of course,
mere pressure does not extract by any
means the entire nutritious portion
of beef ; still, a juice is obtained
in this apparatus of a powerful,
nourishing, and stimulating quality.
Obviously the extracted meat or

resrcdue may also be used it desired, ihe apparatus is well

adapted for both hospital and home use and is very con-

venient. It may be obtained from the Alexander Mann-
facturing Co., of 42 and 44, Moor-lane, London, E.C.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF
ENGLAND.

A QUARTERLY meeting of the Council was held on
Oct. 17th, Mr. H. G. HOWSE, the President, being in the
chair.
A letter was read from the Secretary of State for Home

Affairs reporting the very gracious reception by His Majesty
the King of the address of condolence from the Council of
the College on the death of the Dowager Empress Frederick
of Germany.

Mr. HOWARD MARSH reported that in accordance with the
wishes of the Council he had attended the celebration of
Professor Virchow’s eightieth birthday at Berlin on Oct. 12th
and had presented to him on behalf of the Council an address
of congratulation. It was resolved that the address should
be entered on the minutes, and the best thanks of the
Council were given to Mr. Marsh for acting as the delegate
of the College.

Mr. R. HARRISON, on behalf of the Committee on the Annual
Report of the Council, submitted a draft copy of the report to
be presented to the Fellows and Members at the annual

meeting to be held on Nov. 21st, 1901.
Sir William Mac Cormac, Bart., was re-elected a member of

the Committee of Management.
Mr. H. T. Butlin was elected a member of the Laboratories

Committee in the vacancy occasioned by the retirement of
Mr. H. G. Howse.
A letter was read from the Privy Council, inclosing a copy

of a note from the Egyptian Acting Minister for Foreign
Affairs, announcing that a medical congress will be held at
Cairo from Dec. 10th to 14th, 1902, and on behalf of the
Egyptian Government expressing a hope that British
scientific societies and institutions will take part in the
congress.

’ A letter was read from the President and Secretary of the,
Fourteenth International Medical Congress, asking the
President of the College to announce that the Congress will
be held at Madrid from April 23rd to 30th, 1903, and
inclosing copies of the rules of the Congress and forms of
application for membershir.


